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632 THE MONIST. 

of dedication to the Sorbonne, his preface to the reader, etc. , are also contained in 
this volume as distinguished from other existing editions. fi. 

DlX ANNIES DE PHILOSOPHIE : ETUDES CRITIQUES SUR LES PRiNCIPAUX TRAVAUX 

puelies de 1891 a 1900. Par Lucien Arreat. Paris : Felix Alcan, ifediteur, 
108 Boulevard Saint-Germain. 1901. Pages, 184. Price, 2 francs 50. 
The readers of The Monist who have followed the reports upon the philosoph- 
ical literature of France by M. Lucien Arreat for the eleven years since this maga- 
zine was first established will be pleased to learn that our distinguished French 
critic has recently written a small work in which he has collected and condensed 
his critical reflexions upon the philosophy of the last decade. In a brief preface, 
M. Arreat defines clearly what he understands by philosophy ; his view is in many 
points in harmony with the doctrines expounded in The Monist; he conceives phi- 
losophy to be the complement of science, — an essential constituent of science. 
Science is made up of empirical lazus and rational hypotheses. Whatever is con- 
jectural in science, whatever is non-experiential, partakes of a philosophical char- 
acter ; science always culminates in philosophy. On the basis of this idea, he 
considers the collateral scientific and metaphysical development of sociology, psy- 
chology, esthetics, morals, and religion. Concise and economic in the extreme, 
his expositions give the gist of all that has been thought in France upon these great 
subjects, and furnish in each department references to the best and soundest books 
in which the further study and investigation of these departments may be prose- 
cuted. M. Arreat, by his simple yet elegant analyses, has made some of the most 
difficult theories of modern French thought intelligible, and the reading world is 
under deep obligations to him for the pains which he has taken for its enlighten- 
ment, fi. 

L'Annee biologique. Comptes rendus annuels des travaux de biologie generate 
publies sous la direction de Yves Delage, Professeur a la Sorbonne. Avec 
la collaboration d'un Comite' de R^dacteurs. Quatrieme Ann£e 1898. Paris : 
Schleicher Freres, F.diteurs, 15, rue des Saints-Peres. 1900. Pages, xxxi, 
847. 
The present number of the Annee biologique is the fourth volume of this mon- 
umental index of biological literature, and carries the compilation to the end of the 
year 1898. Its size is about the same as that for the year 1897, so that it would 
seem from the respective magnitudes of the two reports that literary production in 
the field of biological inquiry, prodigious as it is, had not appreciably increased 
over the year 1897. The sub-headings are twenty in number, running from the 
"Cell," "Fecundation," "Parthenogenesis," etc., through "Morphology," "'He- 
redity," "Variation," and the "Origin of Species," to "Nervous Systems and 
Mental Functions," "General Theories," etc. The collaborators of this vast com- 
pilation number fifty-eight, and represent all the countries of the world engaged in 
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biological research. The book is an indispensable one to workers in biology, and 
scientific libraries should see to it that it is placed within the reach of students. 

La suggestibility. Par Alfred Binet, Docteur es sciences, Directeur du labora- 
toire de psychologie physiologique de la Sorbonne (Hautes-Etudes). Avec 
32 figures et 2 planches hors texte. Paris: Schleicher Freres, Editeurs, 15, 
rue des Saints-Peres. 1900. Pages, 391. 
M. Binet has already contributed a volume on intellectual fatigue to the Li- 
brary of Pedagogy and Psychology published in Paris by Schleicher Freres. His 
present second volume on Suggestibility is a very important one, from both the 
psychological and the educational point of view. As for psychology, he has given 
an historical and technical resume of the experimental work that has been done in 
the field of suggestion, and has added to the means already at our disposal new 
methods of his own. As for pedagogy, the material contained in the present vol- 
ume is of a character that should be carefully studied by every scientific educator. 
The purpose of M. Binet's work is to discover tests of the relative suggestibility of 
individuals without recourse to hypnotism and similar methods. The importance 
of substituting normal suggestion for hypnotic suggestion cannot be underrated. 
Although with M. Binet one may be disposed to regard hypnotism as a method of 
first rank for the study of mental pathology, it is incontestable that the hypnotic 
method, which in a measure enthralls its subject, has many grave drawbacks : it 
is not successful with all persons ; it provokes serious and sometimes painful dis- 
orders in others ; and it usually imposes upon its subjects habits of automatism 
and servility that have led certain authors, among them notably Wundt, to pro- 
nounce the hypnotic method as immoral. Hypnotism has been accordingly for- 
bidden in the schools and the armies of Europe, and has been relegated entirely to 
the clinic. 

Suggestion, although often confounded with the method of hypnotism, is essen- 
tially different. It does not produce automatic obedience on the part of the sub- 
ject, nor suspend his will and critical judgment. The methods which M. Binet has 
described in the present work have, in fact, no practical connexion with hypno- 
tism, but are essentially pedagogic in character. They have been applied by him 
time and again in the schools under the watchful eyes of teachers and instructors, 
without provoking more emotion or exaltation than ordinary dictations and exer- 
cises. The experiments have been of advantage even to the pupils themselves, in 
directing their attention to sources of error and in cultivating their attention and 
independence of judgment. 

We cannot go into the details of the methods of M. Binet and of his American 
colleagues who are working in the same direction ; suffice it to say that he has 
given in his work, besides the history of his subject, a full description of his exper- 
iments in connexion with the suggestion of directive ideas, reproduced his "inter- 
rogatories," and added his reflexions and results on the subjects of imitation, sub- 



